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WestFAST News 

White House Launches 

Climate Data Initiative  
 

As part of President Obama’s Climate Ac-

tion Plan, the Whitehouse launched an ambi-

tious new effort, bringing together extensive 

open government data and design competi-

tions with commitments from the private 

sector to develop data-driven planning and 

resilience tools for local communities. 

 

As part of this effort, data from NOAA, 

NASA, the U.S. Geological Survey, the De-

partment of Defense, and other Federal agen-

cies will be featured on climate.data.gov, a 

new section within data.gov that opened on 

March 19, 2014. The first batch of climate 

data focuses on coastal flooding and sea lev-

el rise. NOAA and NASA will also be an-

nouncing an innovation challenge calling on 

researchers and developers to create data-

driven simulations to help plan for the future 

and to educate the public about the vulnera-

bility of their own communities. 

 

These and other Federal efforts will be am-

plified by a number of ambitious private 

commitments. For example, Esri, the compa-

ny that produces the ArcGIS software used 

by thousands of city and regional planning 

experts, will be partnering with 12 cities 

across the country to create free and open 

“maps and apps” to help state and local gov-

ernments plan for climate change impacts. 

Google will donate one petabyte—that’s 

1,000 terabytes—of cloud storage for climate 

data, as well as 50 million hours of high-

performance computing with the Google 

Earth Engine platform. The company is chal-

lenging the global innovation community to 

build a high-resolution global terrain model 

to help communities build resilience to antic-

ipated climate impacts. 

 

For more information on this climate data 

initiative, follow this link to the Whitehouse 

Blog. See also the Google blog, following 

this link. The WSWC issued a press release 

regarding this announcement; see this link. 

 

FEMA Hosts America’s 

PrepareAthon  
 

According to FEMA, despite an increase in 

weather-related disasters, nearly 70 percent 

of Americans have not participated in a pre-

paredness drill or exercise, aside from a fire 

drill, at their workplace, school, or home in the 

past two years (2012 FEMA National Sur-

vey).  FEMA has seen that communities are 

better prepared to withstand an emergency and 

recover more quickly when everyone is in-

volved.  In an effort to continue building resili-

ence, the federal government is announcing 

the America’s PrepareAthon, which is a com-

munity-based campaign to increase emergency 

preparedness at the grassroots level in support 

of Presidential Policy Directive (PPD-8), Na-

tional Preparedness.   

 

The first America’s PrepareAthon national day 

of action is April 30, 2014. It will focus on 

preparing organizations and individuals for 

tornadoes, hurricanes, flooding, and wild fires. 

America’s PrepareAthon! events and activities 

will be held across the country twice a year to 

organize community days of action and en-

courage individuals to discuss, practice, and 

train for relevant hazards.  The national days 

of action will be held in the spring and fall, 

and this year, the national days of action will 

be April 30, 2014 and September 30, 2014. 

 

America’s PrepareAthon will leverage the 

resources of the Ready Campaign and the ex-

perience of members of the National Prepared-

ness Community to continue to increase 

awareness of disasters and to encourage mem-

bers of the public to know the corresponding 

protective actions.  

  

For questions, please visit the FEMA Pre-

pareAthon website or email FEMA at  

PrepareAthon@fema.dhs.gov. 

 

EPA & Corps Release 

Draft Rule on Jurisdiction 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

and Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) jointly 

released a proposed rule to clarify jurisdiction-

al waters to be protected under the Clean Wa-

ter Act. The EPA Administrator, Gina McCar-

thy, and the Assistant Secretary of the Army 

(Civil Works), Jo Ellen Darcy, signed the pro-

posed rule on March 25 and March 24, respec-

tively.  Then EPA submitted it for publication 

in the Federal Register (FR) and public re-

view.   

 

See this link for more information.  
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WestFAST News 

 
WestFAST News is published monthly.  To get an Agency Announcement  

published or to get added to the WestFAST News distribution list contact: 

  Eric Stevens, WestFAST Federal Liaison 

  Email:  ericstevens@wswc.utah.gov 

  Phone:  801-685-2555 

Check out the WestFAST Web Site:  http://www.westernstateswater.org/westfast 

Federal News  
 

03/03: Department of the Interior and Salton Sea Authority Sign 

Joint Memorandum of Understanding; see link.  

03/03: $44.3 Million in Additional Funds Made Available to Bureau 

of Reclamation; see link.  

03/03: NOAA’s Newest Weather Model Provides Clearer, Faster 

Forecast of Severe Weather; see link.  

03/04: President’s $1 Billion Reclamation Budget for FY 2015 Un-

derscores Water & Power as Economic Drivers in the West; see 

link.  

03/04: President Proposes $1.1 Billion for BLM in Fiscal Year 

2015; see link.  

03/04: President Requests $1.5 Billion in Fiscal Year 2015 for U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service; see link.  

03/04: President’s 2015 Budget Proposes $1.1 Billion for the 

USGS; see link.   

03/04: President Proposes $11.9 Billion FY2015 Budget for Interi-

or; see link.  

03/04: U.S. Drought Monitor Update for March 4, 2014; see link. 

03/05: Lowell Pimley Named Acting Bureau of Reclamation Com-

missioner; see link.  

03/05: Service Announces 2014 Expansion of Hunting, Fishing Op-

portunities in National Wildlife Refuge System; see link.  

03/05: Historic Agreement Reached on Upper Klamath Basin Wa-

ter; see link.  

03/06: NASA Radar Demonstrates Ability to Foresee Sinkholes; see 

link.  

03/06: Kathryn Sullivan Confirmed as NOAA Administrator; see 

link. 

03/06: Global Undiscovered Copper Resources Estimated at 3.5 

Billion Metric Tons; see link.  

03/06: 2011 Oklahoma Induced Earthquake May Have Triggered 

Larger Quake; see link.   

03/06: Secretary Jewell Lauds President’s Intent to Nominate Es-

tevan López to Serve as Commissioner of Bureau of Reclamation; 

see link.  

03/07: International Visitor Leadership Program Sponsors 

UNESCO Visit to IWR; see link.  

03/11: Secretary Jewell Underscores Administration Support for 

California During Historic Drought; see link.  

03/12: Secretary Jewell Joins Point Arena Community to Celebrate 

Monument Designation; see link.  

03/12: Reclamation Veteran Jennifer Gimbel to Serve as Deputy 

Commissioner for External and Intergovernmental Affairs; see link.  

03/13: NOAA: $5.5 Billion FY 2015 Budget Request Promotes En-

vironmental Intelligence; see link.  

03/14: BLM Seeks Public Interest for Solar Energy Development in 

the Dry Lake Solar Energy Zone; see link.  

 

Upcoming WSWC Meetings & Events 
 April 1-4, 2014: WSWC Spring Council Meeting and DC 

Roundtable, Washington DC (Crystal Gateway Marriott). 

 July 14-18, 2014: WSWC Summer Council Meeting, Helena, Mon-

tana (Holiday Inn Downtown). 

03/14: Secretary Jewell Announces $3.2 Million in Grant Awards 

For 21 Tribal Energy and Mineral Development Projects; see link.  

03/15: Secretary Jewell Highlights Power of Community-Driven 

Conservation in Visit to Montana Ranch, Calls for Full Funding of 

Land and Water Conservation Fund; see link.  

03/18: USDA Helps Landowners Conserve Wetlands, Enhance 

Wildlife Habitat; see link.  

03/18: U.S. Drought Monitor Update for March 18, 2014; see link.  

03/19: Climate Data Initiative Launches with Strong Public and 

Private Sector Commitments; see link.  

03/19: Interior Announces More Than $100 Million in Purchase 

Offers to Nearly 16,000 Landowners with Fractionated Interests at 

Pine Ridge Reservation; see link.  

03/19: North Atlantic May Be a New Route for Spread of Avian 

Flu to North America; see link.  

03/20: NOAA Predicts Moderate Flood Potential in Midwest, Ele-

vated Risk of Ice Jams; California and Southwest Stuck with 

Drought; see link.  

03/21: Bureau of Reclamation Releases Funding Opportunity An-

nouncement of WaterSMART Title XVI Water Reclamation and 

Reuse Feasibility Studies; see link.  

03/21: Voluntary Conservation Effort Promotes Improved Lesser 

Prairie-Chicken Habitat; see link.  

03/24: Conservation Organizations Join Forces to Support Conser-

vation in the Prairies; see link.  

03/25: EPA and Army Corps of Engineers Clarify Protection for 

Nation’s Streams and Wetlands: Agriculture’s Exemptions and 

Exclusions from Clean Water Act Expanded by Proposal; see link.  

03/25: First Images Available from NASA-JAXA Global Rain and 

Snowfall Satellite; see link.  

03/25: New Utah Maps and Road Provider; see link.  

03/25: U.S. Drought Monitor Update for March 25, 2014; see link.  

03/26: Migratory Bird Conservation Commission Approves $61 

Million to Conserve 205,000 Acres of North American Wetlands;  

see link.  

03/27: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Lists Lesser Prairie-Chicken 

as Threatened Species and Finalizes Special Rule Endorsing Land-

mark State Conservation Plan; see link.  

03/27: Scientists Study Effects of Water Released Across U.S.-

Mexico Border; see link. 

03/27: United States and Mexico Celebrate Partnership for Historic 

Release of Colorado River Water to Delta, Benefitting Both Na-

tions; see link.  

March 2014 

mailto:ericstevens@wswc.utah.gov
http://www.westernstateswater.org/westfast
http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=46124
http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=46125
http://research.noaa.gov/News/NewsArchive/LatestNews/TabId/684/ArtMID/1768/ArticleID/10458/NOAA%E2%80%99s-Newest-Weather-Model-Provides-Clearer-Faster-Forecast-of-Severe-Weather.aspx
http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=46128
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2014/March/President_Proposes__1_1_Billion_for_BLM_in_Fiscal_Year_2015_.html
http://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ID=8ECC57B8-DC4B-4C04-7E62B1F033C5353E
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3817#.UxdQn_ldXTo
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/president-proposes-11-9-billion-fy2015-budget-for-interior.cfm
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/news/us-drought-monitor-update-march-4-2014
http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=46129
http://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ID=93DA888D-FF13-4470-29232A2C80EF74E8
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/historic-agreement-reached-on-upper-klamath-basin-water.cfm
http://www.nasa.gov/press/2014/march/nasa-radar-demonstrates-ability-to-foresee-sinkholes/#.Uxn5K_ldWSo
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2014/20140306_sullivanconfirmed.html
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3818#.Uxn7h_ldWSp
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3819#.Uxn89vldWSo
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/secretary-jewell-lauds-presidents-intent-to-nominate-estevan-lopez-to-serve-as-commissioner-of-bureau-of-reclamation.cfm
http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/Media/NewsStories/tabid/11418/Article/22319/international-visitor-leadership-program-sponsors-unesco-visit-to-iwr.aspx
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/secretary-jewell-underscores-administration-support-for-california-during-historic-drought.cfm
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2014/March/Secretary_Jewell_Joins_Point_Arena_Community_to_Celebrate_Monument_Designation.html
http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=46226
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2014/20140313_budget_statement.html
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2014/March/BLM_Seeks_Public_Interest_for_Solar_Energy_Development_in_the_Dry_Lake_Solar_Energy_Zone.html
http://www.westernstateswater.org/washington-d-c-roundtable-and-174th-council-meeting/
http://www.westernstateswater.org/washington-d-c-roundtable-and-174th-council-meeting/
http://www.westernstateswater.org/summer-175th-council-meeting/
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/secretary-jewell-announces-3-2-million-in-grant-awards-for-21-tribal-energy-and-mineral-development-projects.cfm
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/secretary-jewell-highlights-power-of-community-driven-conservation-in-visit-to-montana-ranch-calls-for-full-funding-of-land-and-water-conservation-fund.cfm
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=STELPRDB1249144
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/news/us-drought-monitor-update-march-18-2014
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/03/19/climate-data-initiative-launches-strong-public-and-private-sector-commitments
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/interior-announces-more-than-100-million-in-purchase-offers-to-nearly-16000-landowners-with-fractionated-interests-at-pine-ridge-reservation.cfm
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3845#.UzHeMPldXTo
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2014/20140320_springoutlook.html
http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=46324
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=STELPRDB1249410
http://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ID=FB5F34B3-0DAF-5B26-084029074D777430
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/d0cf6618525a9efb85257359003fb69d/ae90dedd9595a02485257ca600557e30!OpenDocument
http://www.nasa.gov/press/2014/march/first-images-available-from-nasa-jaxa-global-rain-and-snowfall-satellite/#.UzHa7fldXTo
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3849#.UzHejPldXTo
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/news/us-drought-monitor-update-march-25-2014
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/migratory-bird-conservation-commission-approves-61-million-to-conserve-205000-acres-of-north-american-wetlands.cfm
http://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ID=04F68986-AE41-6EEE-5B07E1154C2FB2E7
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3853#.UzSGv_ldXTo
http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/united-states-and-mexico-celebrate-partnership-for-historic-release-of-colorado-river-water-to-delta-benefitting-both-nations.cfm

