
Predictive 
Services 



 A nationwide program operating in 11 
Geographic Area Coordination Centers 

 Consists of meteorologists, intelligence 
coordinators, and in some areas, fire behavior 
analysts 

 Provides fire potential products to assist fire 
managers in making decisions regarding the 
allocation and mobilization of local, regional, 
and national resources 



 Local or regional level 

 Supporting the local coordination center by providing 

fuels and fire potential information through briefings, 

conference calls and various products 

 Supporting the local fire community by participating in 

various user groups and cadre teams as well as 

maintaining the RAWS  and smoke management 

programs  

 National level 

• Providing products and guidance to the National 

Interagency Coordination Center 



   Predictive Services products are targeted to aid resource related 
decision-making at the GACC and national levels 

South Zone 
Predictive Service 

Areas (PSAs) 



GACC National Map 





http://gacc.nifc.gov/oscc/predictive/outlooks/myfiles/assessment.pdf 



Precipitation frequency during 

the rainy season profoundly 

affects fuel conditions. 

 

Light amounts of precipitation 

distributed every few weeks 

can be more beneficial than 

large amounts at one time.   

 

Precipitation in December and 

January is often more 

beneficial than precipitation in 

April or May.  
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• Fuel moisture is complex 

• Fuel may be in or out of 

sync with each other 

• Stress can occur from 

long term drought  











• Can account for much of 

the annual precipitation 

amounts across the deserts 

• Can bring some temporary 

relief to fuel conditions for 

a brief time 

• Does not impact long term 

drought conditions 
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thomasrolinski@fs.fed.us 

 

951-782-4849 


