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Five Worst State-Wide Droughts in Texas 

based on information from John Nielsen-Gammon 



• Irrational exuberance? 

• Day drinking? 

•Climate scientist imbed 
• Direct connection with regional NOAA 

Why is Robert a happy camper? 

expert opinion! 



The Imbed 

Postdocs Applying Climate 
Expertise (PACE)  
via  
University Corporation for 
Atmospheric Research 
in cooperation with 

The University of Texas  
at Austin  
with funding from  

the aboves and the  
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers  



The Connection 
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http://www.waterdatafortexas.org/drought/ 





October 4, 2011 May 17, 2015 

100% in drought 15% in drought 

What the hell is this? 





Nelun uses something fancier... (NMME) 
North American Multi-Model Ensemble Forecasts 



Is this accurate? What is the uncertainty? 



North American Seasonal 
Drought Outlook? 



Gulf of Mexico Predictions? 



Uncertainty? 





Legacy? 







Who chooses these colors? 
Is this accurate?           Rainfall to get runoff? 



Lake Travis 

May 26, 2015 



• Projections for Northern Mexico 
• More state-/regional-scale statistical models 
• Runoff to fill reservoirs 
• Expressions of uncertainty 
• Clear expression of reliable v. experimental tools 
• Careful promotion of experimental tools (GRACE) 
• Edward Tufte 
• Scalable information 

 
 

In Summary… 

For states: 
• Consider hiring a climate scientist 
• Develop a close relationship with regional NOAA 
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