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impacts
• eastern OR: a lot of acres 

fallow

• switch to lower value 
crops in anticipation of no 
water

• canals drying up two to 
three months early

• recreation impacts winter/
spring/summer OPB
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what do you need?

• snow

• reliable forecasts of fall

• reliable forecasts of winter

• reliable forecasts of spring

• reliable forecasts of summer

• PWB: 2-3 week forecasts
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• Seasonal outlooks factor prominently into 
Oregon drought emergency declarations

• NOAA is trusted by state, Portland

• even if seasonal forecasting was better, not 
sure people would trust it or appreciate it

• state climatologist advocate?

• we weren’t surprised by this year, but 
difficult to fight optimism (2005) 
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#ORdrought

• This is our warning shot; the next could be 
worse

• this looks like climate change (warm 
winter, warm summer)

• The impacts are and will be significant

• This is a critical time for Oregon - we can 
all pitch in 
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in the other direction

• updating NOAA atlas 14 (finally) for PNW

• adding in atmospheric river analysis - we 
want a lot of the same 
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http://www.hydro.washington.edu/forecast/
monitor_west/

stakeholder-driven drought 
monitoring tools

CIRC 2.0
ag/climate (using 

downscaled NMME)
water/climate
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my closing thoughts

• we don’t just need ‘better’ seasonal 
forecasts. We need to build trust, convey 
uncertainty, and tout skill in a way people 
can understand

• the adaptation convo isn’t just 2040 - 
ultimate goal is to reduce vulnerability to 
climate variability and change

• stronger NOAA collaborations - 
opportunity with NIDIS in PNW
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2014-2015

1933-1934

figure: Abatzoglou
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