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Agenda 
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Introduction to Oregon 



Oregon is not just a wet 
state!  
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Western Regional Climate Center.  PRISM Precipitation Maps 1961-90.  Retrieved from: 
https://wrcc.dri.edu/Climate/precip_map_show.php?simg=us_west1.gif 



Diverse Growing Regions 

https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/shared/Documents/Publications/Administration/ORGrowingRegions.pdf 5 
http://oregonconservationstrategy.org/media/3-Ecoregions-4.12.17.pdf, pg 4 

http://oregonconservationstrategy.org/media/3-Ecoregions-4.12.17.pdf
http://oregonconservationstrategy.org/media/3-Ecoregions-4.12.17.pdf
http://oregonconservationstrategy.org/media/3-Ecoregions-4.12.17.pdf
http://oregonconservationstrategy.org/media/3-Ecoregions-4.12.17.pdf
http://oregonconservationstrategy.org/media/3-Ecoregions-4.12.17.pdf


Top Crops 

Images Courtesy ODA, Adapted from 
Oregon Industry Report 2017 
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11. Hazelnuts  
12. Blueberries  
13. Christmas trees  
 
 

14. Cherries  
15. Hops  



Sensitive, Threatened and 
Endangered Species 
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2015 Water Diversion 
Demand 

https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/LAW/do
cs/IWRS/OWRD_2015_Statewide_Long
Term_Water_Demand_Forecast.pdf  
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https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/LAW/docs/IWRS/OWRD_2015_Statewide_LongTerm_Water_Demand_Forecast.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/LAW/docs/IWRS/OWRD_2015_Statewide_LongTerm_Water_Demand_Forecast.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/LAW/docs/IWRS/OWRD_2015_Statewide_LongTerm_Water_Demand_Forecast.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/LAW/docs/IWRS/OWRD_2015_Statewide_LongTerm_Water_Demand_Forecast.pdf
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Field Services 

Water Right 
Services 

Administrative 
Services 

Technical Services 

Director’s Office 

Water Resources 
Commission Director 
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Eastern 
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Region 

West Central 
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Westside-at-Large Eastside-at-Large 

Governor 



Watermaster Districts 
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Statewide Issues 



Statewide Issues 

 Limited Surface 
Water and 
Groundwater 
Supplies 

 Droughts and 
Climate Change 

 Limited Staff 
Resources to 
Address Complex 
Issues 
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Water availability for live flow 

allocation in August 
 

 

Water availability for storage 

in January 
 

Challenge: Surface Water for 
New Projects 
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Groundwater Permitted  

Water Right Wells 
 

 

Groundwater Areas of  

Concern 
 

Challenge: Status of 
Groundwater 
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu 

Challenge: Droughts 
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July 26, 2018 



Hamlet et al. 2013, as cited in Dalton, M.M., P.W. Mote, and A.K. 

Snover [Eds.]. 2013. Climate Change in the Northwest: Implications 

for Our Landscapes, Waters, and Communities. Washington, DC: 

Island Press. 

Challenge: Climate and Loss of 
Snowpack 



Limited Budget and Increased Workloads 

 More work than can be accomplished  

 Creative solutions 

 Increased complexity  

 Need for more data 

 Increased litigation 

 Statewide: Cost containment / Revenue 

 

 

 

 

Challenges: Resources 
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Strategies: 2017 IWRS 
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Basin Specific Issues and 
Strategies 
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Willamette Basin 

Willamette River_Dan Hankins 
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Malheur Lake Basin – Harney 
Groundwater 
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Deschutes Basin 
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Klamath Basin 
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Oregon Coast 

24 

 



Questions? 

 


