
S2S Precipitation Forecasting – Updates 

 

 



Sub-Seasonal to Seasonal (S2S) 
Precipitation Forecasting  

• Operational weather models – typically 2 
weeks out (higher skill in first week) 

• Sub-seasonal – 2 weeks to about 60 days 

• Seasonal – up to 12 months 



NOAA NWS Climate Prediction Center Skill Scores 



  Lead Time Very Important for Water 
Management 

• Public health & safety decisions 

• Balancing risk/cost trade-offs 

• Increasing water management efficiency 

• Operating within legal & regulatory frameworks 

• Reducing impacts of extreme events 

• Responding to increased competition for 
resources 

• Operating reservoirs and other infrastructure 



Recent Activities 

• WSWC/CDWR S2S Workshop May 2018 

• Comment opportunity, outline of NOAA report 
to Congress required pursuant to Weather 
Research Act of 2017 

• NWS S2S user needs survey 








