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Drought Conditions in July 2021



Emergency Orders
March 2021 - 

Drought Emergency 
June 2021 - Increased Water 

Conservation
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Policy Changes - 2022 Bills 
Passed

● HB 33 - Instream Water Flow Amendments
● HB 37 - State Water Policy Amendments
● HB 121 - Water Conservation Modifications
● HB 157 - Sovereign Lands Revenue Amendments
● HB 166 - Water Facility Amendments
● HB 168 - Preferences of Water Right Amendments
● HB 177- Water Well Amendments
● HB 232 - Utah Lake Authority
● HB 240 - Utah Lake Amendments
● HB 242 - Secondary Water Metering Amendments
● HB 263 - Utah Watersheds Council Amendments
● HB 269 - Capital Assets for Water
● HB 282 - Water Wise Landscaping Amendments
● HB 334 - State Engineer Modifications

● HB 337 - Water Rights Adjudication Amendments
● HB 393 - Water Reporting Amendments
● HB 410 - Great Salt Lake Watershed Enhancement
● HB 429 - Great Salt Lake Amendments
● SB  31 - Water Rights Proofs on Small Amounts of 

Water
● SB 89 - Water Amendments
● SB 110 - Water as Part of General Plan
● SB 111 - Permanent Community Impact Fund 

Board Amendments
● SB 160 - Colorado River Authority of Utah 

Amendments
● SB 221 - Water Related Sales and Use Tax 

Amendments



American Rescue Plan Act 
Funds - Distribution
Criteria:
• Federal Parameters
• Long-term Gains (Generational Investments)
• Leverage (Matching Funds)
• Public Benefit (Avoid Profiteering)
• Bang for our Buck (Cost/AF conserved)



ARPA - Step One
In the May Special Session, the Legislature allocated $100 million 
to be allocated to the most extreme needs: 

• $50 million for pressurized secondary irrigation providers to install 
water meters on existing systems. 

• $25 million for rural drinking water infrastructure. 

• $20 million for agricultural optimization projects that allow farmers 
to increase efficiency and significantly reduce water usage.

• $5 million for Great Salt Lake preservation and restoration.

$100 Million



Interesting Case
Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget put out an application 
period for $50 million.
In the 30 days the online grant portal was open for applications, 
GOPB received 445 submitted applications totaling $1.076 billion in 
requested funding with total project costs more than $4.4 billion.
36 projects totaling $49,461,396 in awards
69% of funds for water and sewer projects ($33,950,249 funding 
23 projects)



ARPA Step 2
• Additional $200 million for pressurized secondary irrigation 
providers to install water meters on existing systems. 
• Additional $25 million for rural drinking water infrastructure. 
Drinking water is essential for all communities and their economic 
growth. 
• Additional $50 million for agricultural optimization projects that 
allow farmers to increase efficiency and significantly reduce water 
usage while increasing crop yields through irrigation improvement 
projects. 
• Additional $45 million for Great Salt Lake preservation and 
restoration that will provide money for get more water to GSL and 
wetland 
• $30 million Utah Lake for water quality improvements and reduce 
nonpoint sources

$350 Million



Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act



- IIJA



Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act
• $66M in supplemental funds for wastewater, stormwater 

infrastructure including funds for disadvantaged communities 
and emerging contaminants. Will be targeted to unsewered 
communities in Utah with critical water quality issues and 
promoting demonstration projects for stormwater.

• $305M in supplemental funds for drinking water.



IIJA - Grant Funding
• An additional $585 million will be distributed to FEMA for the 

high hazard potential dam grant program.
• WaterSMART grants - $400,000,000 







Water Development 
Coordinating Council (WDCC) 



• Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund and Utah Wastewater Loan Fund 
(Water Quality Board, DEQ)

• Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Fund (Drinking Water Board, DEQ)
• Water Resources Revolving Construction Fund, Conservation and 

Development Fund and Cities Water Loan Fund (Water Resources Board, DNR)
• Water Infrastructure Restricted Account (Water Resources Board, DNR)
• Nonpoint Source Pollution Abatement Program (DWQ)
• Hardship Grant Fund (DWQ)
• Permanent Community Impact Fund (Community Impact Board, DWS)
• Agricultural Resource Development Loan Fund (Utah Conservation 

Commission, UDAF)
• Ag Optimization Program (UDAF)

Utah’s Water Financial Assistance 
Programs


