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Kansas Water Appropriation Act - 
1945
❖ All water is dedicated to the use of the people of Kansas

❖ Right to use water is based on prior appropriation or “First in time - First 
in Right”

❖ Limits rights to reasonable needs 

❖ Allows a limited resource to be allocated for beneficial use and to protect 
minimum desirable streamflows

❖ Protects investments, property rights and the resource
❖ A water right does not grant ownership of water.  It is a real property right to divert 

and use water for beneficial purposes with reasonable limitations.



Water Appropriation Program 

• http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/dwr/water-app
ropriation

• Each year, about 16,000 water use report forms for 32,500 
active water rights are mailed to water right holders for the 
14 classified beneficial uses of water. The forms are to 
report water use for the year that just ended. 

• The largest water use category is irrigation. The other 
categories are municipal, industrial, hydraulic dredging, 
stockwatering, recreation, contamination remediation, 
artificial recharge, thermal exchange, dewatering, fire 
protection, water power, sediment control and domestic. 

http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/dwr/water-appropriation
http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/dwr/water-appropriation


     K.S.A. 82a-732    L. 1988 



2020 Reported Water use for Kansas 
Counties



2021 Reporting Statistics



Irrigation 
Report

▪ 8.5” x 11” B&W 
▪ 12 PD lines
▪ Outlined PIN and PID
▪ Specified area for reel/ 

blip and date stamp
▪ URL at the top
▪ Back will have additional info
▪ Separate insert for definitions 

and instructions



▪ 8.5” x 11” B&W 
▪ Outlined PIN and PID
▪ URL at the top

 Non-Irrigation 
Reports



The annual 
reporting 
process 

• Mailing the annual water use reportsMailing

• Collecting the reportsCollecting

• Coding the water use reportsCoding

• Entering the data into WRIS (data 
entry)Entering

• Storing the images of the annual 
water use reports Storing

• Reviewing the water use data (QA & 
QC) Reviewing

• Amending water use reports  Amending



Who uses our data and Why is it 
important? 

Kansas Water Office
for water management and 

basin planning and to 
target technical assistance 

U.S. Geological Survey 
for five-year national water 
use report, for present and 

future demands and for 
technical report modeling 

Kansas Geological 
Survey

to monitor statewide water 
levels for technical report 

modeling  

Kansas Groundwater 
Management Districts

 for local groundwater 
management district water 
use and for policy planning 

Kansas Rural Water 
Association 

to identify candidates for 
technical assistance 

Kansas Department of 
Revenue

to help with property 
valuation and to assess 

water protection fee 

State Conservation 
Commission

to help irrigation efficiency 
and to help with best 

management practices 

Kansas State University
to identify candidates for 

technical assistance and for 
crop net irrigation 

requirements  

Cities, Counties and 
Public Water Suppliers
 for peer comparison and 

evaluation of property tax 

Kansas Corporation 
Commission

identifies energy type 



How can the data be accessed?

Water Information and Analysis System (WIMAS)  
https://geohydro.kgs.ku.edu/geohydro/wimas
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