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The Open & Transparent
Water Data Act

“The recent drought reveals that California needs to
integrate existing water and ecological data into an
authoritative open-access platform to help water
managers operate California’s water system more
effectively and help water users make informed
decisions based on water availability and allocation.”

(CWC§ 12401(a))




We support implementation of California’s Open
and Transparent Water Data Act of 2016

“The California Natural Resources Agency, the California
Environmental Protection Agency, and the members of the Partner
Agency Team support the creation of a Water Data Consortium and
commit to close coordination between state agencies and the activities
of the Consortium.”

- Wade Crowfoot, Secretary for Natural
Resources and Jared Blumenfeld,
Secretary for Environmental Protection



Board of
Directors

Eric Averett Homer LLC

Rick Callender Valley Water

Adrian Covert Bay Area Council

Debbie Franco Water Solutions Network
Meredith Lee UC Berkeley

Joone Lopez Moulton Nigel Water District
Mike Myatt Water Foundation

David Orth New Current Land and Water

Deven Upadhyay Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California



Steering
Committee

State Agency
Representatives

Joy Bonaguro State of
California

Chris McCready Department
of Water Resources

Joaquin Esquivel State Water
Resources Control Board

David Harris California
Natural Resources Agency
Data Center

Nicholas Martorano
California Water Quality
Monitoring Council

Susan Tatayon (vacant) Delta
Stewardship Council

Non-State Agency
Partners

Deborah Agarwal Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory

Mike Antos Stantec
Consulting/UC Irvine
Anthropology

Drew Atwater Metropolitan
Water District/California Data
Collaborative

Christina Babbitt (vacant)
Environmental Defense Fund

Martha Davis Retired,
Assistant General
Manager/Executive Manager
for Policy Development, Inland
Empire Utilities Agency
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Advancing
Projects

Facilitating Data Exchange Investment in Data

* Groundwater Accounting and  LiDAR
Data Reporting

* Urban Water Reporting

Delta Water Use Reporting



California water is facing ongoing and
unprecedented challenges, including climate |
change, population growth, and other stressors BN d X SRVECY-Y 313
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“We are unable to
identify communities
or individuals at risk of
drying of their water

supply”




PROJECT

Urban Water
Reporting




Project Vision

In partnership with DWR and
SWRCB, we are aligning urban
water supply and use data to:

* Reduce reporting burden

* Expand access to more timely
data

* [Improve data use




Urban Water Reporting Requirements

Urban water suppliers submit annual, monthly and 5-year
legal/regulatory reports to various agencies and data portals

Urban water suppliers, retail only Urban water suppliers, wholesale only
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Critical Urban
Water Policy
Questions

® Are urban water suppliers
meeting their conservation
targets set by the Governor?

® Over the next 12-24 months,
do urban water suppliers have
adequate supplies relative to
their projected demands?

® What progress are urban
water agencies making in
diversifying their water
supplies?



Project Approach

To understand:
1. State legal and regulatory requirements

2. Local data collection and reporting practices,
challenges and opportunities

3. State data collection and processing practices,
challenges and opportunities %

4. Data users experience in accessing and using
these data
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Urban Water
Reporting
Workshop

. Included state agency
leaders and employees,
urban water suppliers,
and data users

- Focused on solutions to
align data reporting and
improve data quality
and usability



Potential Solutions

Prioritizing
Funding

"

Developing
Aligned Metrics

v/

Aligning
Definitions

S

Improving Data
Literacy

Developing a
Shared Data
Portal



Next Steps

1. Pending report summarizing solutions
2. Scoping capacity and resources required

3. Pursuing grant and funding opportunities
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“l could not be more pleased with the
outstanding progress that the State and
the Consortium have jointly achieved in
implementing the Open and Transparent
Water Data Act. | look forward to our
continued collaboration on this
important work.”

- Senator Dodd



