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e Beneficial uses supported:
— Municipal water supply
e Ada, Sulphur, Tishomingo, Durant, Ardmore, and others (AR 754-756)
— Recreation

* Chickasaw National Recreation Area, Blue River Public Fishing and
Hunting Area, Lake of the Arbuckles, Turner Falls State Park, and
several youth camps (AR 755)

— Fish Hatchery (AR 1096)
— Ecological Integrity (AR 1096)

— Domestic uses of surface water (AR 1096)
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senate Bill 288

= S.B. 288 (2003)(codified in 82 O.S. §§ 1020.9A, 1020.9B, and 1020.9(A)(1)(d)):

o Requires “OWRB to approve a MAY that will ensure that any permit for the
removal of water from a sensitive sole source groundwater basin or
subbasin will not reduce the natural flow of water from springs and
streams emanating in whole or in part from said basin or subbasin.”

o  Prohibits OWRB from issuing groundwater permits which are “likely to
degrade or interfere with springs and streams emanating in whole or in
part from water originating from a sensitive sole source groundwater basin’

)

Only legislative recognition of a connection between groundwater and
stream water in Oklahoma's groundwater rights administration system




JAN

MAR
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Planning the Hydrologic Study

Senate Bill 288

— OWRB reasoned that the language “not reduce the natural
flow” was not intended to prohibit any use of connected
groundwater

— Public policy of Oklahoma Groundwater Law to “utilize the ground
water resources of the state...” 82 0.S. § 1020.2(A)

— Hydrological study must provide information about natural
flows and what conditions will degrade and interfere
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