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Pre - LB 962 Conditions

* Some water planning and
Ground Water Management Areas management tOOlS

J-r;"ll"!.!uu:"
Revisad by Jenniter J. Schellpeper, Decamber 2005
For further information contact your locad NRD ofice

TR el e, — Groundwater Management and
e e 7oy Protection Act (1975)
* Some planning and control elements
— Joint Action Plans
* Derived from LB 108 (1996)
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A New Vision

NEBRASKA '
ater Policy Task Force

ta'the

* Authorized by LB 1003 in 2002 4 ‘{j‘imm Pt b
— 49 members ' '
— Submitted report iIn December 2003

°* Recommended a more proactive approach to Integrated
Management of Hydrologically Connected Waters

°* Recommendations embodied in 2004 legislation: LB 962
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LB 962

* Passed Unicameral April 13, 2004, by 44-2-3 vote
* Approved by Governor Johanns on April 15, 2004
* Effective July 16, 2004

LEGISLATIVE BILL S62
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Surface and Groundwater Management
Boundaries
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LB 962

* Provides new tools and controls for surface
water

°* Provided new tools and controls for
groundwater

* Developed a process for Integrated
Management Plans:

- Goals and objectives to sustain a balance
between water uses and water supplies for all
hydrologically connected waters

- Map showing extent of the area subject to IMP
- One or more groundwater controls

- One or more surface water controls

- May Include incentive programs

-Stakeholder participation required
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LB 962
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Early Days of
Implementation
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Early Implementation Issues

* Discussions over State vs. NRD
obligations and authorities

° Interstate litigation #2 in Republican River
Basin

* Lack of clear dedicated funding sources

* Platte River Recovery and
Implementation Program signed (ESA
compliance)

* Annual Evaluation of Hydrologically
Connected Waters (FAB Report)

* Municipal and Industrial water supplies —
particularly in fully and overappropriated
areas

Good Life., Great Wator
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New Laws and Tools Added

* 2006
* LB 1226

* Required forecast In Republican River
Basin, Municipal and Industrial Allocations

* 2007
* LB 701

* New NRD funding tools and Water
Resources Cash Fund (60/40 cost-share)

* The Department establishes a
dedicated division to support interstate
management and integrated
management

NEBRASKA-
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Middle Period of
Implementation
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Middle Period of Implementation

* NRD/State organize funding entities
* Interstate litigation #2 in full swing, 3™ ]
generation of IMPs o

* You are Fully Appropriated, No You're Not —
Round 1 Lower Platte

* You are Fully Appropriated, No You're Not —
Round 2 Niobrara

* Major projects being implemented

Rock Creek Aug., Conj. Management,
NCORPE, etc.
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New Laws and Tools Added

* 2009
* LB 483

* Reversal rules for new development limited to 2,500
acres per year

* 2009
* LB 54

» Could postpone FAB Evaluation for up to 4 years
2010

* | B 764
» Voluntary IMPs
e 2014
* LB 1098
» Water Sustainability Fund
» The Department begins work to establish
groundwater models statewide

LEGISLATIVE BILL 764

Approved by the Gowvernor March 17, 2010

Introduced by Fischer, 43.

FOR AN ACT relating to the HNebraska Ground Water Management and Protection
Act; to amend section 46-717, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
and section 46-715, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2009; to change
provisions relating to integrated management plans; to harmonize
provisions; and to repeal the original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. Section 46-715, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2009, 1is
amended to read:

46-715 {3} (1) (a) Whenever the Department of Natural Resources
has designated a river basin, subbasin, or reach as overappropriated or
has made a final determination that a river basin, subbasin, or reach
is fully appropriated, the natural resources districts encompassing such
river basin, subbasin, or reach and the department shall jointly dewvelop
an integrated management plan for such river basin, subbasin, or reach. The
plan shall be completed, adopted, and take effect within three vyears after
such designation or final determination unless the department and the natural
resources districts fjointly agree to an extension of not more than two
additional vyears.

b A natural resources district encompassin a river basin
s ' or reach that has not b signated as overappropriated or

has not been finally determined to be fully appropriated may, Jointly
with the department, develop an integrated management plan for such river
basin subbasin or reach located within the district. The district shall
notify the department of its intention to develop an integrated management
plan which shall be developed and adopted according to sections 46-715
to 46-717 and subs lons 1 and 2 of section 46-71B. The ] lve

of an integrated management plan under this subdivision is to manage such

river basin, subbasin, or reach to achieve and sustain a balance between
water uses and water supplies for the lon term. If a district develops

an integrated management lan under this subdivision and the department
subsequentl determines the affected river basin subbasin or reach to be
fully appro 1 t fected resourc 1strict

may amend the integrated management plan.

(2) In developing an integrated management plan, the effects of

existing and potential new water uses on existing surface water appropriators
and ground water users shall be considered. An integrated management plan

-
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More Recent Period of
Implementation
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More Recent Period of Implementation

* 2012

* Following Flash Drought - Voluntary Basin-Wide
Plan Lower Platte Basin

e 2014
» Republican River litigation completed
* 2015
» Spencer Hydropower Purchase Agreement

* 2017

* All NRDs begin Voluntary IMP Development — most
recent full FAB report

* 2016 - 2018
 RRCA Resolutions adopted
A ONRS

* PRRIP extended and Upper Platte IMPs extended
for a second ten-year increment

NEBRASKA.-
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* Many other great water programs implemented!
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Benefits of Integrated Management

* Stabilized streamflows and improved and protected
aguifer conditions

° Improved communication between stakeholders

* Improved science for decision making

* Preserved abllity for individual NRDs to manage districts
optimally, based on their unique conditions and
characteristics

* Pooled resources for managing larger geographic areas via .
Basin Wide Plans and allowed for improved leveraging of
Federal, State, and local funding

°* Promoted Voluntary IMP development — initiated by local
stakeholders, in addition to IMPs developed in response to
NeDNR evaluation

° Improved regulatory certainty for our water users

Good Life., Great Wator,
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Model of Effective Water Management

* Subsequent legislation has helped refine and build on Improvements
enacted through LB 962

* Resulted In a proactive, robust framework for integrated water
management in Nebraska

o RS RIE
ik LWL A
. ' L;_gt NEBRASKA
Good Life. Great Water.
Partnerships have been the Key to Success! NEBRASKA-
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Pumpkin Creek Now
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Looking into the Future...

* Nebraska needed a way to integrate Iits water
management and LB 962 created that framework...

* Nebraska moved from a reactive approach toward e , R
a collaborative proactive approach e <% N 1

ﬁ ECONOMIC. \' \
\VIABILITY )

* Vigilance Is still necessary in areas like the
Republican River and Upper Platte River systems

* Keep looking for opportunities to further optimize
our water use (technologies for producers,
efficiencies, water infrastructure etc.)

* Looking for opportunities to extend what was
learned to water quality — New Task Force
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Good Life. Great Water.

DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

THANK YOU

Jesse Bradley, Interim Director
Jesse.Bradley@nebraska.qgov

fyY

dnr.nebraska.gov
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